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REPORT. 


To His Excellency A. I. Borneman, 
Governor of the Stale of West Virginia : 


The Regency of West Virginia Normal School beg leave to present 
the following report of their operations during the past year: 

Immediately after the Legislature at its last session made the appro- 
priation to aid in the erection of a building, at this place, for the 
permaneńt establishment of a Normal School, the Regency proceeded 
to take steps to secure a proper site, and commence the work early in 
the spring; but unexpected circumstances, over which we had no con- 
trol, delayed the commencement of the work until the middle of the* 
summer. 

Meantime,. however, a preliminary session, of the school was com- 
meńced on the 6th day of May, in a rented building, with such 
favorable results as to give the friends of the institution abundant 
assurance of permanent success of the school. About ninety students 
were enrolled—of whom upwards of thirty were in the Normal Depart- 
ment. Nearly all of the latter were teachers, or persons preparing to 
become such. The session closed on the 4th day of October, with the 
announcement that the regular sessions of “the school would open in the 
new building as soon as completed. 

The site selected for the new building is generally regarded as the 
most eligible in the place, being convenient of access and susceptible of 
tasteful improvement, and affording one of the most picturesque views 
to be found in the Valley of the Monongahela, so noted for its attractive 
scenery. The cost of property thus selected will be about two thousand 
dollars, which will be paid by the Regency itself, the State appropria- 
tion being applied exclusively for the erection of the building. 

The building, which is partially completed, is sixty-eight feet long by- 
forty feet wide. It is to be two stories high, the first story eleven and 
the second fourteen feet high, besides a dry and well ventilated base- 
ment, which will afford two large rooms for the use of the Primary 
Department. The walls are very substantially built of brick. But the 
severe weather of winter stopped the brick-masons work when they 
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were within only four feet of the square. A. few more days of good 
weather would have enabled the brick-layers to finish their work, when 
the carpenters (who have the roof framed and ready to put on) could 
have had the building enclosed, and the inside work well advanced. 
The Regency hope, however, that during some interval of moderate 
weather, usual to this climate, the walls can be finished this winter, and 
the house enclosed before spring. 

By reference to the accompanying detailed statement, it will be seen 
that the State appropriation has been economically disbursed. Much 
of the material was purchased at less than the market price. Archi- 
tects whom we consulted, estimated the entire cost of such a building 
as we are erecting, at from $12,000 to $15,000; yet we hope to complete 
and furnish this one ready for use for $8,000. The Regency deemed it 
unwise, in view of the large number of students expected to attend the 
institution when put in operation, to erect a smaller house. The de- 
mand for Normal training in this part of the State, is already great, and 
increasing, and it has been the design of the Regency to make adequate 
provision for at least one hundred and fifty students. 

The building they are erecting’ is of modern style, and has been 
planned with a view of providing it with the most approved appliances 
of convenience, comfort and health. It will contain two rooms in the 
basement, two larger ones on the first floor, and a very large one 
(87x51 feet) on the second floor, besides two commodious recitation 
rooms adjoining the last named hall. 

We would respectfully call your Excellency's attention to the accom- 
panying carefully prepared estimate of the amount necessary to complete 
the building ready for use. It is the intention of the Regents to ask 
the Legislature, at its coming session, for an additional appropriation of 
three thousand dollars, to enable us to complete the building. The 
importance of the appropriation is apparent, from the fact that without 
it, the amount already expended in this necessary institution will be 
unavailing, as the building cannot be used in its present unfinished 
condition. 

With the small sum asked for as additional aid, the building can be 
completed, and the school opened regularly in May or June next. Itis 
the design of the Regency to make it in all respects a first-class institu- 
tion, embracing thorough Preparatory, Normal, Scientific and Collegiate 
Departments, with courses of study in each as extensive as is to be 
found in any institution in the country. One leading characteristic of 
the school will be the co-education of the sexes; and another, that it 
will be self-supporting. We wish it distinctly understood that we only 
ask of the State aid in erecting the building; we do not now, nor do we 
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ever expect to, require State appropriations to pay teachers or the con- 
tingent expenses of conducting the institution. 

We beg leave to remark that the plan upon which we have established 
and propose to conduct this enterprise, is, in our opinion, the most eco- 
nomical to the State, and the most promising of practical resulte, of 
any that has been proposed for the establishment and maintenance of 
Normal Schools in this State. In case the Legislature should make the 
additional appropriation necessary to complete the building at this 
place, it will have furnished only $8,000 to an institution located in the 
heart of its most populous counties, for the education of its teachers, 
This, we claim, is attaining a most desirable result in a locality where 
it is greatly needed, at comparatively trifling expense to the State. 

With the completion of the building, all expense and all responsi- 
bility on the part of the State will end, 

O. JACKSON, „President: 

ELLERY R. HALL, Secretary. 


ESTIMATE OF THE AMOUNT NECESSARY TO COMPLETE WEST VIRGINIA 
NORMAL SCHOOL. 


Pants $ 300 00 
Plastering=_u-n-nunnannonasnacnoa Lausana mm cs a 500 00 
Glass and Glazing 2s cdeccarnacrnarrnorena ea 150 00 
POD cir dc cdi 350 00 
A A O AEE ARÓW E Radia 150 00 
Additional - Lumber cca ioaudsowacicaciL ssie d ees 200 00 
Hauling A A 100 :00 
A An - 150 00 
Di e PE E E PE ER ES sei». -0000 
Y A A E - 250 00 
tic AAA A pistas AS 800 00 


AA o $3,000 00 
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To the State Commissioners appointed by the Governor, under an Act of the 
Legislature of West Virginia, passed February 27, 1867, entitled “An 
Act relating to West Virginia Normal School?” 


The Board of Directors of the Regency of West Virginia Normal 
School respectfully submit to you, for your information and approval, 
the following statement, showing the amount of money received under 
said act, the amount thereof disbursed, by items, and the amount 
thereof still on hands: 


Cash received from said State appropriation...-... $5,000 00 
Cash paid for Lum bet.2.<..02.-—.+0-s-0--4-5-5- $1,149 74 
us = SMG Saat aw ico er oA ee MALARZA 296 00 
u „Je: AA 1,129 58 
R “Stone and Masonry--..--.---------- 670 25 
s me Carpenter Workiezcczscjewikok cdi, 215 50 
=e A A eded a iia 184 80 
‘$ AAA eee obs 180 55 
4 “ A Zita 232 14 
A t.  BXCAVANÓNSCC it A 20 00 
‘i « Storage and Commission on Lumber- 18 91 > 
j «. (Dricklaying ssiceoteceel Pa seks 100 00 4,257 42 
Balance on: hand cuco ncocoaencatc ici $742 58 


The Board further report, that they paid the 


material, labor, &c.: 


following prices for 


For Stone and Stone Masonry, per perch--.--------.- .----- $3 50 
Brick, delivered, per thousand <_.-..----.--.---.--~...- 7 00 
Lumber, delivered, per thousand_.---- ----~----~---~---- 19 00 
Shingles, best quality, pine, per thousand.---.-...--..-- 8 00 
Lime, per bushel, Oh vereda caverdacisnciccca data 15 
Sand, per bushel, delivered. meva isnoiccinios soni 04 
Labor, full hand, per day, (board himself,)------..---._. 1 50 
Hauling, per day, two horses, hand and wagon---.--.... 4 00 
haying Brick, per thousand, 222) 254 cence otsa 2 00 
Carpenter work on each window---.-------------------- 2 50 
Carpenter work on each door-------------------------. 2 50 
Carpenter work on girders and joists, per square...-._.. 2 00 
Carpenter work on roof, including framing, lathing, shing- 

ling,; 66, per SQUale.x25 secret tee lode 6 00 
Carpenter work on studding, partitions, &., persquare-.. 1 00 
Carpenter work laying floors, per square ooo ~.-.---.- 1 00 
Carpenter work. on washboards, per lineal foot-----—--—- 05 
Carpenter work on cornice, per lineal foot.-.-..-.------ - 20 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


O. JACKSON, President. 
ELLERY R. HALL, Secretary. 
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We, the undersigned, Commissioners appointed by the Governor to 
act with the Regency of West Virginia Normal School, in disbursing 
the $5,000 appropriated by the Legislature, by act of February 27, 
1867, for the benefit of said Regency, do hereby certify that we have 
examined the foregoing statements showing the amount received by the 
Regency under said act, how the same has been disbursed, the amount 
still on hands, and the price paid for each class of material, labor, &e., 
and we believe the money of the State has been economically and care- 
fully expended, and that the materials for the building being erected by 
said Regency, have been purchased, and the labor procured at the very 
lowest rates current in this part of the State; and, indeed, many of the 
items are below current rates, 
Given under our hands this the —— day of January, 1868. 
J. L. SIMPSON, 
G. L. TURNEY, 
N. B. JONES. 
The other Commissioners, J. W. Cromell is absent, and Geo. B, B. 
Zumbro is sick, 


